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Welcome to the 1st  ACM SIGCHI Chapter Newsletter. My name is 
Eunice Sari, the ACM SIGCHI Executive Committee, VP of Chapters. 
It is my privilege to serve you, especially during this Covid-19 
Global Pandemic situation.  
 

This newsletter is a compilation of SIGCHI Chapter stories during the period of 
April-June 2020 on different chapter activities that they have conducted. I am 
proud to see how the chapters have survived and stayed excellent in this 
difficult situation. I hope this SICGHI Chapter newsletter continues to inspire all 
of you to make a difference in your local community.  
 
If you have any stories for the upcoming newsletter, please send it to me at 
sigchi-vp-chapters@acm.org 
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CairoCHI to Build a Bridge Between Technology Startups 
and Entrepreneurs 
By Cairo ACM SIGCHI Chapter 
 

IrisX 2020 is the first annual gathering for UX and UI designers, developers, 
academics, and students in Egypt. It aims at strengthening the existing 

community by providing an opportunity 
for the attendees to network and share 
their experiences and work. It additionally 
aims at building bridges with computing 
technology startups and entrepreneurs to 
raise their awareness about the potential 
benefits for leveraging UX knowledge in 

their technology products. The event was organized by Cairo ACM SIGCHI 
Professional Chapter “CairoCHI” and powered by Babel Media Production and 
Design House and SIGCHI. 

 
After the great success 
of IrisX2019, IrisX2020 
comes in the 2nd year 
in a row. It was a 1-Day 
event (from 9 am to 7 
pm) with 400 
attendees, 11 different 

talks, 6 workshops, panel discussion, and a keynote speech by David Ayman 
Shamma (ACM Distinguished Member).  The aim of the event was to build a 
community for participants who work in UX and UI. This year we held 2 parallel 
tracks one for the talks and one for the workshops. Attendees were 
encouraged to choose their preferred workshop in advance as every workshop 
was limited to 25 attendees. 

 
The feedback for the 
event was constructive 
with comments for 
improvements. 
However, the parallel 
track was not as 
successful as the 

attendees did not like the idea of missing other talks. So we believe in the 
future it should be a two-day event, one for the talks and another one for the 
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http://www.babelmp.com/irisx


 

workshops or having all workshops parallel to each other. Overall, the aim of 
the event to build a community where academia and market meet each other 
was fulfilled with a lot of possible improvements. 
 

Memorial: Tom Tullis 
Contributed by Todd Chapin, Boston ACM SIGCHI Chapter 

 
Thomas (Tom) Stuart Tullis, Ph.D was a dear member of BostonCHI Chapter. He 
passed away last April. Todd Chapin, the BostonCHI Chair suggested to post 
this obituary to share to the wider members of the SIGCHI Chapter community.  

 
Thomas (Tom) Stuart Tullis, Ph.D. (April 16, 1952 - April 29, 
2020) was renowned around the world for his intellect, 
humility, and terrible jokes. Tom was born in Memphis, TN, 
to Isaac Frank Tullis, Jr., M.D., and Selma Virginia (Samuels) 
Tullis. While earning his bachelor's degree from Rice 
University in the early 1970s, he met his wife, Susan Cheryl 
(Richardson) Tullis, with whom he spent 47 joyful years of 
marriage. Tom delighted in his children, Cheryl Marie 
(Tullis) Sirois (along with her husband, Craig Ernest Sirois, 
Jr.) and Virginia Susanne Tullis.  

 
In 2017, Tom retired from his position as Vice President of User Experience 
Design at Fidelity Investments. During his 24 years with Fidelity, he was 
instrumental in the development of the company's User Experience 
department and founded its usability labs. An icon in his field, he was 
recognized in 2011 by the User Experience Professionals Association (UXPA) 
with a Lifetime Achievement Award. In 2013, he was also granted the honor of 
becoming a member of the CHI (Computer-Human Interaction) Academy. As an 
Adjunct Professor at Bentley University and a guest lecturer at many other 
schools, he was beloved by his students for his willingness to hold lengthy 
discussions about user experience, and his ability to consistently provide geeky 
trivia questions and answers. Over the years, his accomplishments included 
assisting on the design of the original NASA Space Station, publishing over 70 
papers and articles in numerous scholarly journals, holding eight patents, 
writing two books, and speaking at a multitude of national and international 
professional conferences. 
 
Tom was a collector of many things. He repaired vintage cameras and 
miscellaneous pieces of old technology in order to sell them online (he 
considered the money made from these sales his "lunch money"), actively 
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researched facts regarding his genealogical ancestry, and owned over 150 
baseball caps. He was an avid photographer, and would often cause his family 
to wait patiently while he took a seemingly longer than necessary amount of 
time in ensuring that he got "just the right shot." 
 

News: Asian CHI Symposium 2020  
By Briane Paul V. Samson, General Co-Chair of Asian CHI Symposium 2020 

 
Last April 25, the 4th edition of the Asian CHI 
Symposium was held online in lieu of the cancelled 
in-person meetings at CHI 2020 in Hawai’i. Despite 
the shortened program, the symposium successfully 
showcased the latest HCI work from Asian 

researchers and those focusing on incorporating Asian sociocultural factors in 
their design and implementation.  
 

Asian CHI Symposium 2020 is the fourth joint event between Southeast Asia 
and Japanese CHI Symposiums. Before Asian CHI Symposium 2017, a number 
of Asian symposiums, e.g: ASEAN, Japanese and Chinese CHI Symposiums had 
been held as separate events at CHI conferences since 2015. These events 
seeded the birth of Asian CHI Symposium in 2017 in parallel to many other HCI 
conferences, workshops and symposiums in Asia Pacific regions since 2011 that 
were targeted to grow and develop Asian HCI community. In 2016, the key 
organizers of Southeast Asia and Japanese CHI Symposiums decided to start a 
joint symposium to be held in 2017 to grow the Asian HCI community bigger 
and increase participation of Asian community at CHI conference. The lessons 
learnt from each symposium have been valuable enough to build Asian CHI 
Symposiums in terms of growth in attendance, number of presentations, 
publications as well as the Asian community in general.  
 
The Asian CHI 2020 
Symposium has 
attracted 163 
registrations composed 
of 77 (47%) students, 
54 (33%) other 
academia, and 32 
(20%) practitioners. As 
with previous 
symposiums, we have 
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