
 
 

UBICOMP/ISWC 2017 - Development Fund Report 

Application title: 
Improving the Diversity and Accessibility of UBICOMP 2017 to Broaden Participation 

Conference: 
2017 ACM International Joint Conference on Pervasive & Ubiquitous Computing (UBICOMP 2017) in 
Maui, Hawaii on September 11-15, 2017 

People: 
x General Chairs: Claire Lee (Google) 

  Leila Takayama (UC Santa Cruz) 
  Khai Truong (University of Toronto) 

x Steering Committee Chair: Julie Kientz (University of Washington) 

Request: 
In response to the UBICOMP/ISWC Steering Committee’s request that they experiment with ways to 
broaden participation at the UBICOMP/ISWC conference this year, specifically by addressing diversity and 
accessibility problems, the 2017 conference organizers requested funds to support a mentorship program 
(estimated to cost ~$4,000) and to provide available real-time transcription of the event (estimated to be 
~$5,700). The mentorship program aimed to help attendees from under-represented populations meet people 
at the conference and develop their ability to participate in the conference. The real-time transcription service 
aimed to help non-native English speaking participants better understand presentations at the conference. 
This service would also be useful to attendees with hearing and visual impairments as well. The conference 
organizers asked SIGCHI for $9,700.  
 
Requested funding: 

Diversity 

          Mentorship program $4,000 

Accessibility 

          Real-time transcription $5,700 

 

TOTAL $9,700 
 

Potential value: 
This proposal had the ability to potentially benefit community members from under-represented populations 
and those with different abilities in that it enabled them to better participate in the conference. This program 
could have also indirectly benefited the conference series in that it helps to break down barriers that would 
otherwise limit participation from these attendees. Lessons learned from this year’s experience will be 
incorporated into future years’ conference to ensure that diversity and accessibility challenges continue to be 
addressed. 
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Outcome: 
Real-time transcription services could not be contracted for the conference. Thus, the accessibility portion of 
the proposal did not happen. 

As for the diversity portion of the proposal, we had originally hoped to have 20 participants in the 
mentorship program. End the end, we had 16 participants in the program. This could not have been possible 
without the efforts of the Diversity Chair, who also helped to organize a Broadening Participation Luncheon 
(along with the Accessibility Chair) and an N2W meeting at UBICOMP 2017. Some of the funds requested 
was used to support registration cost for the Diversity Chair (who was in between jobs and needed support to 
travel to the conference during this time). 

Actual expenses: 
Thus, the actual expenses were to fund the mentorship program (for 16 participants + their mentors instead 
of the 20 originally requested) and registration for the Diversity Chair. 

Diversity 

          Mentorship program $2,323 

          Registration cost (on-site registration $1000)  $1,000 

 

TOTAL EXPENSES $3,323 
 

REQUESTED FUNDING:         $9,700 



 
 

UBICOMP/ISWC 2017 - Development Fund Report 

Application title: 
Supporting the Remote Attendance of UBICOMP 2017 via Telepresence Robots 

Conference: 
2017 ACM International Joint Conference on Pervasive & Ubiquitous Computing (UBICOMP 2017) in 
Maui, Hawaii on September 11-15, 2017 

People: 
x General Chairs: Claire Lee (Google) 

  Leila Takayama (UC Santa Cruz) 
  Khai Truong (University of Toronto) 

x Steering Committee Chair: Julie Kientz (University of Washington) 

Request: 
In response to the uncertain nature of the “travel ban” (Executive Order 13780, which the Supreme Court 
partially lifted the halt on June 26, 2017, but agreed to hear oral arguments and then make a decision on the 
matter later in 2017) and comments from potential attendees on this issue, the 2017 conference organizers 
requested approximately $21,400 to implement a remote attendance program. The cost of renting the robots 
themselves had been graciously waived by Suitable Tech. Thus, most of this cost involved transporting 
BeamPro telepresence robots to and from Maui. Additional funding was also requested to fund student 
volunteers dedicated towards supporting the robot users. The conference organizers asked SIGCHI for 
$15,400 of the overall cost, and SIGMOBILE to cover $6,000 (i.e., 72% of the funds would come from SIGCHI 
and 28% would come from SIGMOBILE). 
 
Requested funding: 

Shipping/Transportation Costs 

          Shipment of 15 BeamPro to and from Maui $16,200 

Additional WiFi Coverage Costs 

          Additional WiFi coverage at the Grand Wailea $1,000 

Student Volunteer (SV) Support 

          SV base cost (food, lunches, reception costs: $600) × 4 SVs $2,400 

          Registration costs (early registration $450) × 4 SVs $1,800 

 

TOTAL $21,400 
 

Potential value: 
This proposal had the potential to help community members who would be unable to physically attend the 
conference or otherwise choosing not to travel to N. America for the conference to continue to participate in 
the community. This program would have also enabled individuals from counties included in the ban, 
including people who were studying abroad, as well as people who have mobility problems to virtually attend 
the conference from the comfort of their own homes. 

  

Aaron Quigley


Aaron Quigley
SIGCHI Specialized Conferences Development Fund 



 
 

Outcome: 
We cancelled this program 1 month before the conference because there were no remote attendance 
registrations at that time. In comparison, conferences which had telepresence robot programs in the past 
would have registrants sign up to attend remotely at that point already.  

While we were able to cancel the shipping of the robots to the conference, at this point, SVs for the program 
had already been recruited. The portion of the funds requested to support the SVs was still used to support 
these students.1 Fortunately, the SV chairs asked for additional student volunteers as well, and this helped to 
fill that need. 
1 We note that we had incorrectly left out the cost of lodging for the SVs from our original request. This was 
an additional amount of: 

          SV lodging cost ($205/night) × 6 nights × 2 rooms (2 SVs/room) $2,460 
 

Actual expenses: 
Thus, the actual expenses were only the funds to cover the cost of the 4 SVs who were already recruited to 
help with the program. 

Student Volunteer (SV) Support 

          SV base cost (food, lunches, reception costs: $600) × 4 SVs $2,400 

          Registration costs (early registration $450) × 4 SVs $1,800 

          SV lodging cost ($205/night) × 6 nights × 2 rooms (2 SVs/room) $2,460 

 

TOTAL EXPENSES $6,860 
 

REQUESTED FUNDING:         $21,400 

Given we originally asked SIGCHI for 72% of the total requested funding and SIGMOBILE for 28% of the 
total requested funding, this mean that SIGCHI contributed $4,939.20 of the total expenses and 
SIGMOBILE contributed $1,920.80. 

 



 
 

UBICOMP/ISWC 2017 - Development Fund Report 

Application title: 
Supporting the IMWUT Publication Cost and the Editorial Board Meeting at UBICOMP 2017 

Conference: 
2017 ACM International Joint Conference on Pervasive & Ubiquitous Computing (UBICOMP 2017) in 
Maui, Hawaii on September 11-15, 2017 

People: 
x General Chairs: Claire Lee (Google) 

  Leila Takayama (UC Santa Cruz) 
  Khai Truong (University of Toronto) 

x Steering Committee Chair: Julie Kientz (University of Washington) 

Request: 
Because this was the first year that the UBICOMP community switched to the journal publishing 
model, it was initially unclear if the conference would need to cover IMWUT-related costs. We 
projected that the journal publication costs will be approximately $14,100 and the editorial board 
meeting would be approximately $20,400. The organizers asked for help to cover $28,000 of the 
total $34,500 total expenses, with the remaining $6,500 of this amount covered by the conference. 
The conference organizers asked SIGMOBILE for $14,000 and SIGCHI for $14,000 (i.e., 
SIGCHI and SIGMOBILE would each account for 50% of the request).  
 
Requested funding: 

          Publication cost $14,100 

          Meeting space, A/V, Food & Beverage $13,900 

 

TOTAL $28,000 
 

Potential value: 
The funding was used to support the IMWUT editorial board, which comprises of key members of the 
UBICOMP conference/community. Their work produced content that will be presented by IMWUT authors 
and seen by the UBICOMP conference attendees. This funding not only helped us support the IMWUT 
journal this year, but enabled us to understand the requirements for supporting the IMWUT journal, which 
will help future UBICOMP general chairs to properly budget for the conference moving forward. 
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Outcome: 
The number of submissions in IMWUT’s first three review cycles ended up being higher than the editors 
were able to project for. As a result, the publisher’s fee was slightly higher than we had projected ($15,729 
instead of $14,100). To save money, we did not have a dinner at the end of the IMWUT dinner. Furthermore, 
a smaller number of editorial board members attended the meeting than expected. This resulted in a cost of 
$5,832 (instead of $13,900). 

Actual expenses: 
 

          Publication cost $15,729 

          Meeting space, A/V, Food & Beverage $5,832 

 

TOTAL EXPENSES $21,561 
 

REQUESTED FUNDING:         $18,900 

SIGCHI only offered $4900 to support the board meeting. Thus, we ask SIGCHI to help cover 
$4,900 of the $5,832 cost of the meeting and SIGMOBILE to help cover $14,000 of the $15,729 
publication cost. 


